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Artist and photographer Carrie Mae Weems on October 21 was named as the 
winner of a National Medal of Arts. She is the first Black female visual artist 
to receive the prestigious honor, which has been presented annually since 
1984 by the sitting US president to an artist or patron of the arts who is
“deserving of special recognition by reason of their outstanding 
contributions to the excellence, growth, support and availability of the arts 
in the United States.” Weems through a practice spanning four decades and 
encompassing installation, film, performance, and photography explores 
themes related to politics, feminism, and African American identity, in 
works that variously center personal experience and historical archives.
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Born in Portland, Oregon, in 1953, Weems began her career studying dance
in San Francisco with Anna Halprin before obtaining her BFA from the
California Institute of the Arts and her MFA from the University of
California, San Diego. She gained prominence in the early 1990s with her
pioneering “Kitchen Table Series,” which portrays Weems herself, sitting
before the titular piece of furniture while various other subjects come and
go, exhibiting and evoking a range of attitudes as they variously perform
different actions, such as smoking, drinking, playing cards, and applying
makeup. In series such as “From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried,”
1995–96, and “The Hampton Project,” 2000, Weems investigated the impact
of racism on photography and on the emotional lives of previously
overlooked historical subjects by placing photographs she found in the
archives of museums and universities in conversation with her own images.
Her works All the Boys, 2016, and Remember Me, 2019, respectively
investigate the killing of young Black men and their disproportionate
incarceration.

“As the first African American female visual artist to receive the National 
Medal of Arts in recognition for my contributions is profoundly humbling 
and a great honor,” said Weems in a statement. “I thank my colleagues, 
along with the many other great women artists of color who came before me, 
widened the path and took the heat, but unfortunately were not recognized 
for their tremendous achievements.”

Weems’s solo exhibition “The Shape of Things,” is on view through
November 9 at Gladstone Gallery, New York.

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjsujkEutXXA8u4J61tQ16awUFqAVtLDvc5XFJh_BXTNitT9-b7CVUef3fgJznSTBNzISRO7szl1TCAfxs55HVxAuMZO2mekQ1pqoGqsCBeUM-ebg-ex5GFegVoCIMsaVpFmvrc20dy3hwXRxpjAWwLYC7yRSRAMRbjBu2-l-3Vqt9qf65ASr6bEgcYZ_2tBFzAPGbECK3opbmzlkjrujDu_4YwbU4prs-PjHwF3fdvC8aX0QSVxwg7vC51th15zVH1atZbHoTcDSvB_nVmaKHVdindgldqJ42cVuQTBImwCfC3Gy0u4bv_mFozEkGc9L1MN2vX3cvhv2yYG13QYlOoE9d615wHoZUA3SkWFIOJuDPpfGLl5hsoU7NQntDe8v2f835wNcrA%2526sai%253DAMfl-YTSX3GhCVJMmET5Sy_BFB4X980CgTpNLaJkzWdPuc3qLrddq-iKBJbPcHkNo7uN2fjsalGZWGK72l3Cf2ON6JB5S_iy35JOqP7RgC9QJ2JL5ucwmgB7apuybKXPCus_jCnU1jqbizeBYxCQYkc%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzP4Lm01rtJPpEAE%2526fbs_aeid%253D%25255Bgw_fbsaeid%25255D%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://mocajacksonville.unf.edu/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjsujkEutXXA8u4J61tQ16awUFqAVtLDvc5XFJh_BXTNitT9-b7CVUef3fgJznSTBNzISRO7szl1TCAfxs55HVxAuMZO2mekQ1pqoGqsCBeUM-ebg-ex5GFegVoCIMsaVpFmvrc20dy3hwXRxpjAWwLYC7yRSRAMRbjBu2-l-3Vqt9qf65ASr6bEgcYZ_2tBFzAPGbECK3opbmzlkjrujDu_4YwbU4prs-PjHwF3fdvC8aX0QSVxwg7vC51th15zVH1atZbHoTcDSvB_nVmaKHVdindgldqJ42cVuQTBImwCfC3Gy0u4bv_mFozEkGc9L1MN2vX3cvhv2yYG13QYlOoE9d615wHoZUA3SkWFIOJuDPpfGLl5hsoU7NQntDe8v2f835wNcrA%2526sai%253DAMfl-YTSX3GhCVJMmET5Sy_BFB4X980CgTpNLaJkzWdPuc3qLrddq-iKBJbPcHkNo7uN2fjsalGZWGK72l3Cf2ON6JB5S_iy35JOqP7RgC9QJ2JL5ucwmgB7apuybKXPCus_jCnU1jqbizeBYxCQYkc%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzP4Lm01rtJPpEAE%2526fbs_aeid%253D%25255Bgw_fbsaeid%25255D%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://mocajacksonville.unf.edu/
https://www.artforum.com/news/mellon-foundation-announces-25-million-fund-supporting-arts-at-us-mexico-border-1234720517/
https://www.artforum.com/news/gaelle-choisne-win-2024-prix-marcel-duchamp-1234720356/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvhwhi_a1A8W42k_haIEy0U1jPe2qMY4EX03qWNNsemq3QyJ88wcE9YDRu3NxuUcwtbRAgOFDfUXtqsLbzR5xS1OpccoT_8Ip0izOJlPTRCzC1agcJngAk7TUr3rRi5bOjkbZpoNRmMad95uR3g00iMh5GAS1tLgOaR5kTU8CyRrksaRSLKo_7EyDhVJsgx2gflDS0G9TPP0WR1V8UtvFVs1n5QAgqIr-Z89b-egxGZhpmnoyubQAsknWD4umZCNcm42Gtrz-Ek27acPU4UkSqtY_nxI4YvgF4yR8y-8GicC5a9BUmifeHiVfKIwcgLjmFfBhnBSjmP5Y8OjGnF_uYVqXaLYmIfY06wyWRXjSvVCu4PrWmrLvG5M0Ns3_7zIrN7iz2CTw&sai=AMfl-YTrW1ujxqa4u0Ip1APr1YFLvtSjGKvhrc8yZfBn6Gew5bkWotBU66DTTJMhfuYt4rS57fj3c1FxmsDVQFa3XcBIQBTcQuF5hrMIi24lJwuOIUbNsBOt9Do3KMtCYL6ugOleU8GZwDd1X2dURbI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE7Q6oLQA2fTEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.cristintierney.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvhwhi_a1A8W42k_haIEy0U1jPe2qMY4EX03qWNNsemq3QyJ88wcE9YDRu3NxuUcwtbRAgOFDfUXtqsLbzR5xS1OpccoT_8Ip0izOJlPTRCzC1agcJngAk7TUr3rRi5bOjkbZpoNRmMad95uR3g00iMh5GAS1tLgOaR5kTU8CyRrksaRSLKo_7EyDhVJsgx2gflDS0G9TPP0WR1V8UtvFVs1n5QAgqIr-Z89b-egxGZhpmnoyubQAsknWD4umZCNcm42Gtrz-Ek27acPU4UkSqtY_nxI4YvgF4yR8y-8GicC5a9BUmifeHiVfKIwcgLjmFfBhnBSjmP5Y8OjGnF_uYVqXaLYmIfY06wyWRXjSvVCu4PrWmrLvG5M0Ns3_7zIrN7iz2CTw&sai=AMfl-YTrW1ujxqa4u0Ip1APr1YFLvtSjGKvhrc8yZfBn6Gew5bkWotBU66DTTJMhfuYt4rS57fj3c1FxmsDVQFa3XcBIQBTcQuF5hrMIi24lJwuOIUbNsBOt9Do3KMtCYL6ugOleU8GZwDd1X2dURbI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE7Q6oLQA2fTEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.cristintierney.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstOkCP_xcPJqrkMtOiOkYyQaYS6kK3ROXXrXXjmxivAQTXWQ2c6jpLy_hJ-X0_-fzMStIQA9Ab8SFJF0keOw22ul7gODsK8xND2ySQ4y3BrHgxmv5HMWT-I0SAtskecbwEdNrPmxpwXxbgniLUnFQR9EvGE1t2j0PWq5qbd7yT5MprhDIFqyAdqcu_YZmUZoPsrZvop9HO5EBzyCoO78beVBcCrppxfdSXZMmb6OnH0zYSJ-Sw5YWsKQTF1TvXrG1Cjv5fxIQbO0S4cO4c2wDawtAqx9EfQFCd0bbP5kGDDnTdBDrGIRGNqb9fVmO5YxxK0x9W9UDLa-g55Np3EZiek0bnaXYmxI9_Y6RQQqhNTWAA_2Zxk2mJpT7CaYl7jiqwB9LjxTg&sai=AMfl-YQGzoDFeOAzh_TzoT2LYhbmfAPUXHdZOmnIJr5O0MURK8be76_At0Dxk3o6P_ThZAOeyeW9L1R-Afqxmfkq1-AArVet2rjcyWAZJop5xAQ7YTUfn9CpyOoi2U2IfDTCPuKRzvX05barjpGRang&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA3ON03n1O6FEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=http://www.maureenpaley.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstOkCP_xcPJqrkMtOiOkYyQaYS6kK3ROXXrXXjmxivAQTXWQ2c6jpLy_hJ-X0_-fzMStIQA9Ab8SFJF0keOw22ul7gODsK8xND2ySQ4y3BrHgxmv5HMWT-I0SAtskecbwEdNrPmxpwXxbgniLUnFQR9EvGE1t2j0PWq5qbd7yT5MprhDIFqyAdqcu_YZmUZoPsrZvop9HO5EBzyCoO78beVBcCrppxfdSXZMmb6OnH0zYSJ-Sw5YWsKQTF1TvXrG1Cjv5fxIQbO0S4cO4c2wDawtAqx9EfQFCd0bbP5kGDDnTdBDrGIRGNqb9fVmO5YxxK0x9W9UDLa-g55Np3EZiek0bnaXYmxI9_Y6RQQqhNTWAA_2Zxk2mJpT7CaYl7jiqwB9LjxTg&sai=AMfl-YQGzoDFeOAzh_TzoT2LYhbmfAPUXHdZOmnIJr5O0MURK8be76_At0Dxk3o6P_ThZAOeyeW9L1R-Afqxmfkq1-AArVet2rjcyWAZJop5xAQ7YTUfn9CpyOoi2U2IfDTCPuKRzvX05barjpGRang&sig=Cg0ArKJSzA3ON03n1O6FEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=http://www.maureenpaley.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuX3r2O3jay4JRgtgZn251PRrQgQfpjPVOoNeFe4TgqGapQ_MllpPSYrYGLrT7fG8zg7UMNUtGDulR-OMG3MYAi9TdAkc59k-A0LJy_5LeYjnqXwY_VJ8bFLFzvRPkzi6hAElS3DiUHFqJYB3OtI7DmTed9q5Cucf84MdIjG0GZchs65kt63gjq02GKMTPzoChn86OBFHTRWlwPSkYLeVHaaNkAZRI4q0qA9VgGdbTF-FbAGfb7SWKvOocREGFo0CjJa9diiuTpKH9n16bQu69JFBiHec9fHINi_gTXpLJtxwxr_8XWjD1ZH1ErawYmv1IwjK3DJj95tRP7E78EaZJaI4oTkMUOEyS7BMddtkxxJuPno89tZ7OpIG_OTupCGEHxyAZepg&sai=AMfl-YTnWltj8taXUo2fokiLONqdsN2Y6i_o2ZhzS9fCEOylp7JErsqLFFeFv6Yk3fZnCbrZBSLG7SNkx-oHdDOsgqBaUoHknsr-OH_NqFBOzr_RYYP5uB5thd8QEPPV0E9v-6PKow3Ykui48A9gF0A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPphiOOt3DWuEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=http://www.paulkasmingallery.com
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuX3r2O3jay4JRgtgZn251PRrQgQfpjPVOoNeFe4TgqGapQ_MllpPSYrYGLrT7fG8zg7UMNUtGDulR-OMG3MYAi9TdAkc59k-A0LJy_5LeYjnqXwY_VJ8bFLFzvRPkzi6hAElS3DiUHFqJYB3OtI7DmTed9q5Cucf84MdIjG0GZchs65kt63gjq02GKMTPzoChn86OBFHTRWlwPSkYLeVHaaNkAZRI4q0qA9VgGdbTF-FbAGfb7SWKvOocREGFo0CjJa9diiuTpKH9n16bQu69JFBiHec9fHINi_gTXpLJtxwxr_8XWjD1ZH1ErawYmv1IwjK3DJj95tRP7E78EaZJaI4oTkMUOEyS7BMddtkxxJuPno89tZ7OpIG_OTupCGEHxyAZepg&sai=AMfl-YTnWltj8taXUo2fokiLONqdsN2Y6i_o2ZhzS9fCEOylp7JErsqLFFeFv6Yk3fZnCbrZBSLG7SNkx-oHdDOsgqBaUoHknsr-OH_NqFBOzr_RYYP5uB5thd8QEPPV0E9v-6PKow3Ykui48A9gF0A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPphiOOt3DWuEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=http://www.paulkasmingallery.com
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvexL2NKBRxl7zv2k0ynS-aBsxhzHjn8ctiGalWC9KeH2TIhEl89X67Uiv2bL-aKk66ks8deIrtEMInOYmAxkKGJp_bt7WiXoY3lLehLwWPx8DWa6OGKuSia7F7KKPyDPHBgPRgJ1APHnj2o76f4a5sr2s0MmrdkTqhE-bLhbuJ2UcBg3tzfgf3YL2Dt5HvMI97BiXNlkIfnj--U_JoOw88CNBPNUP0JhxzDoZPcgIW_E-ELoWyyW1FRgw0xlsLSAn_ocYnFJamqqBFYrLrLTyG01tGl-gfGYCTImCLfpsryZPljQONrWo5n23ZvnLzQsGTX9d9cu8Z0QQQtAYmu9NwaUJozbfjs_Wu8WxjDHmD4xX5BrgH6nIttuMPvYn0OMUgBooncw&sai=AMfl-YSqlFMdg0iA-ya9NqfFCasyChEkxGIG8CJ_rtRGnZYK0ijZ7-krEj_WmeJxUnGmIcUaAbmEwP2rN1PGaOdpB_7ynenQ4c0Uvjo4-TLFVS5OvEHLzTnXVUsoyIA5s7YO8mBh2fmm7R036B06Rm0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ5WnasqPlu9EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=http://www.mariangoodman.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvexL2NKBRxl7zv2k0ynS-aBsxhzHjn8ctiGalWC9KeH2TIhEl89X67Uiv2bL-aKk66ks8deIrtEMInOYmAxkKGJp_bt7WiXoY3lLehLwWPx8DWa6OGKuSia7F7KKPyDPHBgPRgJ1APHnj2o76f4a5sr2s0MmrdkTqhE-bLhbuJ2UcBg3tzfgf3YL2Dt5HvMI97BiXNlkIfnj--U_JoOw88CNBPNUP0JhxzDoZPcgIW_E-ELoWyyW1FRgw0xlsLSAn_ocYnFJamqqBFYrLrLTyG01tGl-gfGYCTImCLfpsryZPljQONrWo5n23ZvnLzQsGTX9d9cu8Z0QQQtAYmu9NwaUJozbfjs_Wu8WxjDHmD4xX5BrgH6nIttuMPvYn0OMUgBooncw&sai=AMfl-YSqlFMdg0iA-ya9NqfFCasyChEkxGIG8CJ_rtRGnZYK0ijZ7-krEj_WmeJxUnGmIcUaAbmEwP2rN1PGaOdpB_7ynenQ4c0Uvjo4-TLFVS5OvEHLzTnXVUsoyIA5s7YO8mBh2fmm7R036B06Rm0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ5WnasqPlu9EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=http://www.mariangoodman.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuWWOE5HBVogUMV67L3Jp0RlCEJij8H-xXii6Ox6fJge4FdbLRglIFRAZt8qFk-nA-DD9lVCWcaqMbE-GIf5hCL3mV-ixs2oKt6JlD8gL9NnH89ZBbBHc06cosmX_zfDsEQ60DpOhpEkkfcQmYwX03CrpNK6uYGoSgUsHO3yTXLhWoDjoQ8SRgiIdQv-JKajTHyjKKXLmyLiM1uT55JaQdHIF27COFD4rai-t30gE5YsUgd6d5JQOi58fFJwOufbWILq10puxOx-Q5iezpb_3qT7wQ4bI8CqUL5jHvl1pIXvD3YVxw9IlApyNUq2hu-z_wk-yfXDR-Gr-cJR-CcjCPLdoXyDiAtgG8Pti7iE0c_jImp7ysdQh5ExfJ_jm4tpIsO9-sMeA&sai=AMfl-YTF-oUIfpxXEa0EUwahrQIT6jzp1I4jKuR6wgrW6UvAzYbSNtv6Du-L_dNeoMGJhR5FpVt39KyHYHBeQmZyILbQUtwFMV9CBf-R8PkH9vDBfIEqGjY8yURzynW5fcMNsT8SmvwW_ojIDkeahDc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPf5niispIWUEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://laurentmarthaler.com
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuWWOE5HBVogUMV67L3Jp0RlCEJij8H-xXii6Ox6fJge4FdbLRglIFRAZt8qFk-nA-DD9lVCWcaqMbE-GIf5hCL3mV-ixs2oKt6JlD8gL9NnH89ZBbBHc06cosmX_zfDsEQ60DpOhpEkkfcQmYwX03CrpNK6uYGoSgUsHO3yTXLhWoDjoQ8SRgiIdQv-JKajTHyjKKXLmyLiM1uT55JaQdHIF27COFD4rai-t30gE5YsUgd6d5JQOi58fFJwOufbWILq10puxOx-Q5iezpb_3qT7wQ4bI8CqUL5jHvl1pIXvD3YVxw9IlApyNUq2hu-z_wk-yfXDR-Gr-cJR-CcjCPLdoXyDiAtgG8Pti7iE0c_jImp7ysdQh5ExfJ_jm4tpIsO9-sMeA&sai=AMfl-YTF-oUIfpxXEa0EUwahrQIT6jzp1I4jKuR6wgrW6UvAzYbSNtv6Du-L_dNeoMGJhR5FpVt39KyHYHBeQmZyILbQUtwFMV9CBf-R8PkH9vDBfIEqGjY8yURzynW5fcMNsT8SmvwW_ojIDkeahDc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPf5niispIWUEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://laurentmarthaler.com
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjsvUwbxSALUdM3fyG_i007_EgNzuVl-HFiXbZ8goKcEfHrglm7K_NrBaJ3QylDMy5LWLOQ4zOAUGHTjeFx2-U2Fp7VEr4JCRhR8tOEb4HcbkGrPt6i-8yB8rdzUspCjh4SgojuAbOXzF5aM6r3VUNtXC11wd7_7lz7U_g38q-K3dvcSTZUw8NoGFnkJF4KaKLcT1ZjJumK_rnBXcz9JzkDeTuxMYaxEDXfPobEJKAkhozSDDfX477NCCRs3_HcAkczrcQvIq_fn6c3d4_wksAtZWLo6kj6UGn6Fd7rJGALX4t0CN-my-9VLhWTfehBv9hDx0LBAaVSyysfvr0GgVKhNmSUHVxVJK5GXuxb4cSbMzfxft-7E9K8tunV2ElwGSQ6GHDZD94g%2526sai%253DAMfl-YTj9opYY2TkOtn51B0kojMQzN3K-pvC1NOgktBfY9xEeHyw7wL2D9VrGCeqL2ExbJhu1FlbCrd7I-qDMVX-aOjuGyvwFhTPDUpfsUUVKzJxxToAjt7kGmqzD8c54rpibto80jOMmkZbFWEHUpU%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzLeAYEntfV-nEAE%2526fbs_aeid%253D%25255Bgw_fbsaeid%25255D%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://mocajacksonville.unf.edu/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjsvUwbxSALUdM3fyG_i007_EgNzuVl-HFiXbZ8goKcEfHrglm7K_NrBaJ3QylDMy5LWLOQ4zOAUGHTjeFx2-U2Fp7VEr4JCRhR8tOEb4HcbkGrPt6i-8yB8rdzUspCjh4SgojuAbOXzF5aM6r3VUNtXC11wd7_7lz7U_g38q-K3dvcSTZUw8NoGFnkJF4KaKLcT1ZjJumK_rnBXcz9JzkDeTuxMYaxEDXfPobEJKAkhozSDDfX477NCCRs3_HcAkczrcQvIq_fn6c3d4_wksAtZWLo6kj6UGn6Fd7rJGALX4t0CN-my-9VLhWTfehBv9hDx0LBAaVSyysfvr0GgVKhNmSUHVxVJK5GXuxb4cSbMzfxft-7E9K8tunV2ElwGSQ6GHDZD94g%2526sai%253DAMfl-YTj9opYY2TkOtn51B0kojMQzN3K-pvC1NOgktBfY9xEeHyw7wL2D9VrGCeqL2ExbJhu1FlbCrd7I-qDMVX-aOjuGyvwFhTPDUpfsUUVKzJxxToAjt7kGmqzD8c54rpibto80jOMmkZbFWEHUpU%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzLeAYEntfV-nEAE%2526fbs_aeid%253D%25255Bgw_fbsaeid%25255D%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps://mocajacksonville.unf.edu/
https://www.artforum.com/



