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Passport Photos, Edible Arrangements, and
Adidas: Our New York Critics Pick Shows in

Chelsea and Dumbo

Margaret Sundell is moved by Keisha Scarville's tiny family portraits, Johanna Fateman

chooses disturbing still-lifes by Alina Bliumis, and Zito Madu finds warmth in Aaron Gilbert's

painted wastelands.

Aaron Gilbert, • g • o • p • u • f • f • , 2025. Photography by David Regen. Image courtesy of the artist and Gladstone. 

Zito Madu, “Passport Photos, Edible Arrangements, and Adidas: Our New York Critics Pick Shows in
Chelsea and Dumbo,” CULTURED, April 16, 2025 
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Aaron Gilbert 

Gladstone Gallery | 515 West 24th Street

On view through April 19, 2025

Aaron Gilbert’s exhibition "World Without End" at Gladstone Gallery tells the story of the

sanctity of human life persisting within capitalism. The Brooklyn-based artist’s world is

tinged with the fantastical: the divine intermingled with the mundane, the mythical with

the real, the human with the alien, and the solid with the transparent. 

In • g • o • p • u • f • f •, 2025, the viewer looks through a crack in the wall to see the small

figure of a man hunched over inside a Gopuff store, a billion-dollar food delivery company.

The store’s cold, blue and white fluorescent light makes the man look as if he's encased in

ice. The wall we look through contains the greater myth, with images carved into the brick

like ancient pictographs. On the left side of the wall is the figure of an alien centered in

front of a large Adidas logo. On e ghrith det si are e th figu s cres of human ro ing awd undro

lia fnd ilting up a ch d. Ba e arrely visibl te e th arransp ent hebodies and s ofad eserp nts—

hw h ic can’t escape mettheir biblical oaph r— n dothat ru ewn both sid s, ecombining th m.

Compare this with the pinks and yellows of Deana and Grace, 2024, where a mother sits

inup dbe do, ing her child’s hair, inpaa h ting whic radiates rwa hmt . ( phoThe togr eraph

D a Lean saw on (https://www.culturedmag.com/art leic /2 20 1/05/03 an/de a-l onaws )  eaapp rs

as  fra equen ubject s t  couplein at least a e shof th ow’s do inzen pa nti gs l oil, al non line ,

like a BDean athing, 2024.) colde Th light of the Adidas logo appears ag ina n i The amDre

Before (22), 2024, nigfalsely illuminating the ht Abo. ve he stt o fre ront th, birough the gger

logo that e top, another rupture that mak er es anoth d trworl aransp ent he : t figure manof a 

baholding a by ber. Gil s It mingle an tali naiRe cessan aip wig ntin th contemporary Black

figuration, but imthis ag pae of a rent ildwith ch d mereminde Dieof the go Rivera urm lsa ni

e Dth tre ito titutIns re f o A ts i, whn ich orin one corner of the n th llwa e m, among th esachin

at and humans rkwo is, a crre ly eation of the Ho ilyFam plewith common peo .—Zito Madu
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